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Washington
Exciting News From Stella Schola
Brigitte Grossrieder-Tennis is a Swiss American dual citizen and teaches at the Stella
Schola Middle School in Redmond, Washington
Redmond,March 27, 2015
Todayweheld a special assembly for Stella Schola students and staff to
announce that Mrs. Tennis has been selected for induction into The
National Teachers Hall of Fame [NTHF] as a member of the Class of
2015, alongwith four other educators from around theUnited States.

Iwas joined todaybyMarkAndrew, a representative fromTheNa-
tional Teachers Hall of Fame, NHTF corporate sponsors andDr. Traci
Pierce to make the surprise announcement. A big thank you to Ms.
Kesem Zur- Korakin, PTO President, for helpingme pull off this sur-
prise presentation!

TheNational TeachersHall of Famewas founded inEmporia, Kan-
sas, in 1989 to honor career teachers -- and the teaching profession --
througha recognitionprogramandmuseum.Nomineesmust be cer-
tified public or non-public schoolteachers, active or retired, with at
least 20 years of experience in teaching grades preK-12.

Mrs. Tenniswill travel toWashingtonD.C. in lateApril and toEm-
poria, Kansas, in June for a series of induction events. InWashington
D.C. the inductees will have the opportunity to discuss educational
issues with representatives from the U.S. Department of Education
and selected committees fromNational EducationAssociation. InEm-

Kentucky
Einsiedeln Elsewhere.
Ties between a Swiss Village and the American City Louisville, Kentucky.
During the last decade the Swiss journalist Susann Bosshard-Kälin
initiated and realized two books, one titledWestwärts – Encounters
with Swiss AmericanWomen, the other Emigrant Paths – Encoun-
ters with 20th Century Swiss Americans – in cooperation with Leo
and Virginia Schelbert of Evanston, Illinois.

Hernewproject follows thepathof emigrants fromherhomevil-
lage Einsiedeln in Canton Schwyz who settled in Louisville, Kentu-
cky, and in its environs. Louisville’sWhite Pages list hundreds of na-
mes pertaining to Einsiedeln such as Kaelins (Kälins),
Schoenbaechlers (Schönbächlers), Birchlers, Zehnders, Curiger,

Brigitte Tennis, back row, forth from left, with Mark Andrew, a representative from The

National Teachers Hall of Fame, NTHF corporate sponsors Dr. Traci Pierce, Erin Bowser,

principal Stella Schola and the pulils from her class, still in lab-coats.

poria, inducteeswill visit an authentic one-roomschool houseon the
campus of Emporia State University, will participate in a webinar
round tablediscussionabout education issues, andwill visitwithhigh
school students attending the Future Teachers Academy at Emporia
State.

Activities will culminate with the formal banquet and induction
ceremonies on Friday, June 12th. The story of the inductees’ careers
will be on permanent display at The National Teachers Hall of Fame
Museum in Emporia and on thewebsite, www.nthf.org.
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Oechslins (Öchslins), andOchsners. In April she visited Louisville for
a first reconnaissancewith a team that included a historian, camera-
person, and photographer. The visit provided numerous and delight-
ful encounters with descendants of 19th century immigrants from
Einsiedeln aswell as impressive interviews andpictures that eventu-
ally will be published.

Crucial for launching the undertakingwas a seedmoney grant of
the SwissAmericanHistorical Society, thehelpprovidedbyVickyUll-
rich-Birchler of the Swiss Ladies Society and of her husband Robert,
aswell as the assistance of JeffHaeberlin of the LouisvilleGruetliHel-
vetia Society. The cooperation ofDonald Tritt,who accompanied and
advised the team for days, and the input of Leo Schelbert, both of the
Swiss American Historical Society, are gratefully acknowledged.

A re-activated “Swiss Picnic” of
August First 2015, Switzerland’s na-
tional holiday, follows next. Further
steps are planned such asmutual vi-
sits that aim to strengthen ties bet-
ween descendants of Louisville im-
migrants andEinsiedeln, the townof
their origin.
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84 persons with Einsiedler roots came to our reunion in Louisville in April 2015




